= 1 | IOWALIBRARY QUARTERLY 


Ne SY WF Pe alee Cee Se Sie of hap 


+? 
BS ak: Vee 


ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS MATTER AT ba POST OFFICE AT DES MOINES, 100 
Acceptance for Fs at special rate postage provided for in sec 1103 
Act October 3, 1917, Ss July 10, 1918. L 
« 





Edited by DES MOINES S 6 
Julia A. Robinson OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1931 Vy 


lowa Library Commission 
rdapment of ree and ether public varies im the §=6 LOW A LIBRARY 
MEMBERS ASSOCIATION 


Jounson BricHaM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
De. Water A. Jessup, lowa City. 


Acwes SAMUELSON, Des Moines. (Possibly Regional Meeting) 


Mas. Jonw Fox Lake, Shenandoah. 
W. R. OncHarp, Council Bluffs. 2 
pay 4 Des Moines 


Mas. D. 8. Humeston, Albia October, 1932 





oo ea 


oree Sa 


Jvuu A. Ropinson, Secretary 

Hetex ATEN, Reference Librarian. 

BS Lets 8. WiLson, Librarian, Traveling Library. 
4 Orrict—State Historical Building, Des Moines. 























aie 

















It has been a great privilege during 
the past two years to become better ac- 
quainted with the library people of 
the past two years to become ac- 
Iowa. My travels through the state 
have given me the opportunity of visit- 
ing a large number of libraries. At 
committee meetings, by correspondence 
and through attendance at district meet- 
ings and conferences, I have had a 
good opportunity to observe the char- 
acter of people and the kind of work 
that is being done by the librarians 
of this state. I want to say in all 
sincerity that never in my experience 
have I known a group of people to 
exhibit more enthusiasm or to take 
greater pride in the work they are 
doing. Truly, your employers, the tax 
payers of Iowa, can have confidence 
that the librarians of this state have 
two of the chief qualifications for suc- 
cess in any field—an intense, enthusi- 
astic interest, a genuine love of the 
work and an honest desire to be of 
helpful service. ‘‘My hat is-off’’ to 
the librarians of this state. 

At the same time, I feel compelled 
to say very frankly, that it has also 
been my observation that some librari- 
ans have rather a provincial viewpoint. 
Our first obligation very naturally is 
to do well the task immediately before 
us. A good librarian, however, is not 
merely the custodian of books, a good 
housekeeper and a faithful public serv- 
ant. She is also a leader in the cul- 
tural life of the place where she resides. 
Through her own personal efforts and 
with the assistance of her staff and trus- 
tees she is a supersaleswoman — selling 
her community an interest in reading 
more books. But even that isn’t enough. 
The successful librarian will have an 
interest in extending her library facili- 
ties beyond the limits of the immediate 
community. 

During the past two years, particu- 
larly, we have become county library 
conscious in Iowa. The Iowa Library 
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Association has 
demonstration in Black Hawk ‘ 
Through this demonstration, we have at. 
tempted to show to the people in one 
county how library facilities can he 
extended to reach the people living in 
the country and small towns. Hardin 
and Page Counties have also sponsored 
county libraries. The county library 
demonstration in Black Hawk 

and the county libraries in Hardin and 
Page Counties are like the i 
miles of paving along otherwise im. 
passable mud roads a few years ago, 
They point out the way. More than 
half of the people of Iowa are now 
without library facilities. I cannot 
believe there is any more important 
job ahead of us in library work than 
to strive unceasingly for the estab 
lishment of county libraries. 

I said that some librarians are in 
clined to be ‘‘provincial’’ in their 
viewpoint. I have been amazed to ob- 
serve that quite a number of our active 
library people in Iowa have manifested 
little or no interest in the county i 
brary demonstration. They have rather 
given me the impression that this was 
a matter that did not particularly con 
cern them. A campaign was launched 
to secure new members for the lows 
Library Association. There was a two 
fold purpose in this campaign. First 
it was hoped to secure enough add: 
tional members so that the revenue 
from their dues would help to finance 
the county library demonstration. Se 
ondly, and equally if not more impor 
tant, it was believed that a larger and 
stronger membership would help # 
create an awakened public sentiment 
in library affairs—more speci in 
county libraries. This project has ha 
only half-hearted support from many. 
Some librarians have not even 
ciated their responsibility to enlist 
support of their own library trustees 

Was this project too ; 
Aren’t we ready for county 
in Iowat Shall. we settle back ¢ 
fortably in our own communities 
be satisfied with the status quo? 
you may differ with the m 
ployed, I cannot believe that as . 
rians you fail to appreciate the impor 
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tance of the county library proposition. 
| prefer to think that in directing this 
project, we have somehow failed to sell 
you the reasons why it should have 
your enthusiastic support. 

It has been whispered to me confi- 
dentially that some librarians, particu- 
larly in the smaller towns, were rather 
hesitant about supporting the county 
library proposition, fearing that its 
establishment might mean the loss of 
their jobs. I cannot believe that very 
many library people have such a nar- 
row perspective about the future of 
their work. The establishment of county 
libraries in Iowa ought to mean better 
jobs and more remunerative ones. It 
has always been my observation that 
the growth and expansion of a private 
business or a public enterprise is ac- 
companied by greater individual oppor- 
tunities for those associated with such 
projects. 

It is not my intention to be unceivil 
or disecourteous in accusing librarians 
of having somewhat of a narrow view- 
point. Personally, I resent the acecusa- 
tion of ‘‘provincialism’’ about as much 
as anything else. I always like to think 
that the folks who live in the larger 
cities are after all the most self- 
centered. I feel, however, the absolute 
necessity of speaking so frankly that 
it will awaken some of our people from 
their apparent self-satisfaction. 


I wonder sometimes if the dark, 
gloomy picture portrayed by much of 
our middle-western literature reflects 
our provincial viewpoint in certain 
things? Certainly the librarian as a 
leader in the cultural life of her com- 
munity should be the last person to be 
guilty of provincialism. And yet some 
of us assume a rather narrow view- 
point about the books we circulate 
from our public libraries. I appreciate 
that we are being flooded with a lot of 
worthless literature these days. At the 
Same time, I have yet to meet the per- 
son who is qualified to censor the books 
I read personally. Have yout It is 
the function of the librarian to select, 
not to censor books. It is her job to 
choose the books widely recommended 
and read elsewhere irrespective of the 
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intolerant attitude of her patrons or 
the community. 


I have been reading George Dorsey’s, 
*‘Man’s Own Show; Civilization.’’ 
There were twenty-nine immense libra- 
ries with hundreds of thousands of 
books and manuscripts in ancient 
Rome. Today, these would be priceless, 
but they were ruthlessly destroyed and 
only a handful of books remain our 
heritage. These books failed to pass 
the local censor. They were considered 
unfit for the people to read because 
the ideas expressed were in conflict 
with the prevailing standards of mo- 
rality or religion. Intolerance has 
always been the greatest enemy of 
civilization. 

I wonder sometimes if adult educa- 
tion is not perhaps the only real educa- 
tion we get these days. If you will 
pardon a personal reference, in looking 
back on my own school days, I feel 
that I was merely ‘‘exposed,’’ to a lot 
of miscellaneous subjects without very 
much relationship to life. Personally, 
I don’t worry much whether people 
read good books or not. If they will 
read, I feel pretty sure that eventually 
they will cultivate a taste for good 
literature. 


I am convinced that we need perhaps 
more than anything else higher profes- 
sional standards for librarianship. The 
school teacher’s responsibility and ob- 
ligation toward the community is cer- 
tainly no more important than that of 
the librarian. And yet the schools 
require teacher’s certificates, and school 
boards insist upon a certain amount of 
education in order to hold positions in 
our public schools. At the same time 
I have observed many library trustees 
seem to think the position of the libra- 
rian may be held by a nice, refined old 
lady, who likes books. It seems to me 
we ought to ask the next legislature 
to require certificates for librarians 
in the future, requiring a certain 
amount of training and education in 
order to qualify for the jobs. I would 
not insist upon these qualifications for 
people who are already occupying 
positions (much as I might like to do 
so), but I certainly would insist in the 
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future upon higher standards of pro- 
fessional training for library people. 

I hear a good deal of complaint 
about the salaries paid to librarians as 
compared with what we pay school 
teachers. However, I don’t see how 
you can ever insist upon better salaries 
until you are ready first to require 
higher standards of professional train- 
ing. You will be disappointed, if you 
think people generally are going to 
contend that you be rewarded with 
more remunerative salaries, when they 
know pretty well that there are some 
people now engaged in library work 
who might have difficulty in qualifying 
for a teacher’s certificate in the country 
schools. It is up to you as librarians 
to take the first step in insisting upon 
higher professional standards. I will 
agree that it may take a little courage, 
but I think you ought to appoint a 
committee at once to formulate your 
recommendations for the next session 
of the legislature. 

In commenting upon higher profes- 
sional standards for librarianship, I 
want to remind you that there is one 
important factor that can never be 
satisfactorily measured by college de- 
grees or years of service—personality. 
The other day I had lunch with a friend 
of mine who is successfully engaged in 
the practice of medicine. He is the 
father of two children, a married 
daughter and a boy who has just fin- 
ished college. The evening previous 
he saw Dreiserds ‘‘ American Tragedy.’’ 
He didn’t like the movie version very 
well, commenting, ‘‘the picture didn’t 
even have a good-looking girl.’’ Now 
he wasn’t trying to be facetious; he 
was really serious. He pointed out that 
the average motion picture has a rather 
thin plot, but that he is usually enter- 
tained by the attractive personality of 
some good-looking girl and the artistic 
photography of the picture. 

Now I do not mean to infer that 
pulchritude is a necessary qualification 
for librarianship. I do believe, how- 
ever, that if the person in charge of 
your lending desk is tactful, a student 
of human nature with an attractive 
personality and is an _ enthusiastic 
reader herself that she will be able to 
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increase your circulation of books, The 


selection of good books is of 
the first consideration. 
equally important in my opinion, it is 
your job to persuade people to read 
the books you have selected for them 
In business we call this sales 
And so I believe that the oan 
librarian will also be a good salesman 
Again I want to tell you how thor 
oughly I have enjoyed my iation 
with you during the past two yearn 
I have learned to have the greatest 
respect and the kindliest feelings to. 
ward library people. I am reminded 
of an incidént related by one of my 
warm personal friends in the univer 
sity, the late Burt Estes Howard, Pro 
fessor of Political Science at Stanford 
University. In the chapel of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 
each Easter morning is enacted 4 
strange and impressive ceremony. 
Crowds of worshipers gather in this 
church the night before Easter. 
wait silently in the darkness. At mi 
night the high priest enters the rock 
tomb, where it is said that a mysterious 
fire supernaturally appears. A torch 
is lighted. It is handed from one to a> 
other. Soon the church is ablaze with 
the fire of burning torches. And 
I like to think of an enthusiastic libra 
rian whose recommendation of a book 
brings the light of understanding toa 
boy or girl, a man or woman. Another, 
and another person learns about this 
book. The torch is passed until thor 
sands are awakened to a new sense of 
beauty and! understanding of life. Cam 
there be a greater work? As one whe 
has stood at the sidelines and momer 
tarily tried to be of assistance, I am 
deeply conscious of the gratitude we 
owe in Iowa to the librarians of thi 
state. 





Iowa age | Association + 
Cedar Rapids, October 7-9, 1931 
The thirty-first annual meeting 
the Iowa Library Association was 
at the Montrose Hotel, Cedar 
on October 7, 8, 9, 1931, with a 
attendance of 304, being 211 li 
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hotel was used for the large meetings, 
the mezzanine for exhibitors, informa- 
tion, and registration desks, while the 
Round Tables were held in the Coe 
College Library and in the widely 
known ‘‘Corn Room’’ and adjacent 
rooms of the hotel. 

The sessions opened Wednesday 
afternoon, October 7th, at 2 o’clock, in 
the Crystal Room with E. Joanna Hagey 

presiding. Luther A. Brewer, President 
of the Cedar Rapids Public Library 
Board, and C. D. Huston, mayor of the 
city, gave their respective welcomes 
to the association. Cornelia Rhynsber- 
ger of Muscatine responded thanking 
Mr. Brewer and Mr. Huston for their 
words of welcome and Mr. Johnson, the 
committees, and especially the Pro- 
gram Committee for their efforts to- 
wards a successful meeting. 

An address ‘‘Before and not tehind 
the counter; or personal service for 
adults in publie libraries’’ was given 
by F. K. W. Drury, Librarian of the 
Nashville, Tennessee, Public Library. 
Vr. Drury emphasized the need of some 
form of personal assistance to the pub- 
lie, individually or in groups, spoke 
particularly of the value of a reader’s 
assistant, and cited a list of books, 
pamphlets, and articles on adult edu- 
eation. He advocated county libraries 
to reach the rural borrower, A. L. A. 
reading lists for the seeker of knowl- 
edge, and cooperation with local and 
national bodies in their own particular 
fields of work and books. 

Mrs. May Lamberton Becker, Editor 
of the ‘‘Reader’s Guide of the Saturday 
Review of Literature and Literary Ed- 
itor of St. Nicholas, gave a most inter- 
esting talk on ‘‘The New Books.” As 
1931 is rated a poor non-fiction year, 
she confined her remarks to the late 
fiction. She spoke of regional authors 
in new places, of the significance of 
certain books as showing the modern 
craving of the machine ridden to escape 
into a machineless environment, of the 
lengthening age limit of contemporary 
heroines, and the hopeful interest 
shown in the historical fiction of our 
pioneer Middle West. Her address 


was enthusiastically received. 
The Cedar Rapids Libraries enter- 


181 


tained the association at a delightful Tea 
in the Art Room of the Public Library. 

The Iowa Summer School Society 
held its annual dinner at 6:30 in the 
Montrose Hotel, with 33 in attendance. 

The Wednesday evening meeting 
convened at 8:00 in the Crystal Room 
with J. Sidney Johnson presiding. Mil- 
ton E. Lord, Director of University 
Libraries, Iowa City, gave a talk on 
**Five years of European library ex- 
perience,’’ speaking of the difference 
between American and European libra- 
ries in their basic ideas of function, ad- 
ministration, and book collection. He 
very vividly «eseribed his experiences 
in helping to -atalog the Vatican Li- 
brary, the dirficulties in adapting 
American methods, the great size of 
the task, and the amazing wealth of 
material in the library. 

Johnson Brigham, State Librarian, 
read an interesting paper on ‘‘ Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, his genius and his 
limitations.’’ He treated him as an in- 
terpreter of his social and political 
world, ranking him as the greatest of 
present day American poets, but in- 
sisted that he should not have invaded 
the Tennysonian field of Arthurian 
legend when so many American themes 
were left unused. 

Miss Baird reported a registration of 
250 to date. 

The evening session closed with a re- 
ception. 

Thursday morning’s program was 
devoted to a discussion of County Li- 
braries. Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray of 
Grinnell presided. Mrs. Bray spoke 
of the great growth of interest in this 
subject during the last year, and said 
that it would do much to stimulate our 
interest in all library work. 

Lelia S. Wilson of the Iowa Library 
Commission spoke of her ‘Book 
Wagon experiences in southern In- 
diana.’’ She traced the growth of coun- 
ty library work under increasingly bet- 
ter legislation, stressed the importance 
of schools and teachers in cultivating 
a love of good books, brought out the 
needs of adults in rural districts fox 
reading not supplied by magazizxes, 
advocated working through county or- 
ganizations, and enumerated the quali- 
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fications of the ideal county librarian 
and also the factors forwarding the 
establishment of any county library. 

Mary F. Parmelee, Demonstration 
County Librarian, gave a report of the 
Black Hawk County Library Demon- 
stration. During the past year there 
were 96 stations in Black Hawk Coun- 
ty housed in rural schools for the most 
part. She told of the campaign to make 
this project permanent, the unfortunate 
result of the combination of politics 
and the depression, and the reluctance 
of the book patrons to give up their 
reading. In conclusion she summed up 
the four points essential for success in 
the next attempt to establish an effec- 
tive and lasting county library. 1. To 
avoid rivalry, choose a county with 
only one county farm organization, 
2. Back of the project have a strong 
public library. 3. Use letters, tele- 
phone and house to house calls rather 
than long petitions of names. 4. To 
avoid politics, choose a county with 
only three county supervisors. 

W. F. Stipe, trustee of Clarinda, re- 
ported on Page County Library serv- 
ice, tracing the evolution of county 
library laws and the effect on rural 
library work in his county, so that to- 
day in every courity schoolroom is a 
collection of books sent out from either 
of the two public libraries of the coun- 
ty. He noted more than 35,000 rural 
circulation last year and a growing 
number of rural borrowers in the Shen- 
andoah and Clarinda Public Libraries. 

Mildred Albert of the Eldora Public 
Library traced the ‘‘History and devel- 
opment of Hardin County service’’ 
through a five-year period by means of 
book ecireulation through the rural 
schools and the friendly co-operation 
of the Board of Supervisors. She ex- 
plained a map, showing the location of 
farm borrowers, which will also be 
used later in a campaign to enlist more 
rural patrons. 

Marjorie Powers, librarian of the 
Iowa Falls Public Library, spoke of 
‘The Cost and Circulation of the 
Hardin County Library Service.’’ The 
104 rural schools are apportioned for 
service between the public libraries of 
Alden, Eldora, and Iowa Falls, and had 





a circulation of 13,680 books 
September 1, 1930 and March 31, 193], 
Adult rural borrowers numbered 
and borrowed 10,317 books. The totgl 
cost was $2,816.55. : 

An open discussion of county li 
work was lead by Mr. Johnson. Mrs 
Herbert Adams of Dubuque 
spoke briefly of her work in the coup. 
try schools and stated that the Tow, 
Federation of Women’s Clubs wag be. 
hind the movement for the establish. 
ment of county libraries in Iowa. Mr 
Stacy of the Extension Division of 
Iowa State College, stated that rural 
development was best furthered by the 
county library movement and that the 
Extension Division favored it. Mr. 
Stacy also stated that he thought the 
librarians should not feel di 
because of the apparent failure in 
Black Hawk County, for he felt sure 
of the ultimate success of county libm- 
ries, though present conditions were 
discouraging. 

Mr. Johnson read the recommenda 
tions of the County Library Committee 
which were endorsed by the Executive 
Board as follows: ‘‘In view of what 
has already been accomplished and in 
order that the good work may be ear 
ried forward, the committee recom 
mends that the Iowa Library Associa 
tion continue to make an organized ¢ 
fort toward the goal of adequate cou 
ty service in Iowa, and that it carry @ 
this effort in the closest cooperation 
with the Iowa Library Commission, 
and other interested agencies through 
the suggested methods: 

(1) A speaker made available to cit 
and organizations over the state. 

(2) Encouragement of further demonsite 
tions and experiments in counties over 
if they can be properly financed and 
istered, and a regular county librarian # 
pointed to carry on the work. 

(3) That publicity be centered, if pr 
sible, in rural, social, and educational age 
cies. 

(4) The study and drafting of 
legislation to be presented at the next 
lature. 

(5). That, because at this early stage i 
the movement, financial aid is very neces! 
to any county attempting an that 
there be encouragement of private 
such as 7 a jativiees a 
tions, an ants from 
tions, to be slaced in a fund for that pump 
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(6) That the books used in the Black 
Hawk County Demonstration be kept in one 
collection for at least one year with the hope 
of having another demonstration when the 
economic depression is over and the pressure 
of tax reduction is not so great, but that 
these same books be made available for other 
county library demonstrations as needed in 
the judgment of the Executive Board.’’ 


The Nominating Committee, Forrest 
B. Spaulding, chairman, Callie Wieder, 
and Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, an- 
nounced the following ticket for elec- 


tion of officers for the next two years: 

President—E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 

2nd Vice President—May M. Clark, Du- 
buque 

Treasurer—Elizabeth Walpole, Storm Lake 

Member of the Executive Board—Alice B. 
Story. 

The first vice president, secretary and 
registrar, being elected for two years, 
hold over for another year. 

Mr. Johnson appointed the follow- 
ing committee on resolutions: Lucile 
Peterson of Estherville, Chairman, 
Mrs. Laura M. Duncan of Albia, and 
Letha M. Davidson of Ames. 

A largely attended luncheon of the 
association was held at 12:30 in the 
Crystal Room with Mrs. Jessie B. 
Gordon presiding. Fjeril Hess, author 
and lecturer of New York, entertained 
most charmingly with an address on 
“Folk songs and tales of many na- 
tions,’’ delighting her audience with 
her songs as well. Her listeners reluct- 
antly let her go. 

Thursday afternoon was devoted en- 
tirely to Round Tables, which were 
conducted under the following leaders : 


Children’s Librarians—Laura McRill, Mar- 
shalltown Public Library 

Small Libraries—Golda Ausbury, Nevada 
Publie Library 

Large Libraries—Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, 
Burlington Publie Library 

School Libraries—Nelle Martin, Roosevelt 
Junior High School, Cedar Rapids 

College and Reference Libraries—Mary B. 
Humphrey, University Libraries, Iowa City 

Hospital Libraries—Rose A. O’Connor, 
Hospital Librarian, Sioux City Publie Li- 
brary 

Trustees—Mrs, T. G. White, Trustee, Hum- 
boldt Publie Library 


Thursday evening a banquet was ° 


held in the Crystal Room with Presi- 
dent Johnson presiding. An address 
on ‘‘American and European Litera- 
ture’? was given by Carl Van Doren. 
In sparkling wit he described the 


points of similarity and difference be- 
tween the two, speaking particularly 
of our selfconsciousness, its cause and 
effects, of our characteristics, refined 
rather than masculine, of our odd cen- 
sorship and misguided efforts to de- 
velop a national literature. ‘‘In litera- 
ture as in life,’’ he said, ‘‘the essential 
thing is to pay attention to what is be- 
fore you, not what ought to be.’’ 

On Friday morning the association 
convened at 9:00 in the Crystal Room, 
J. Sidney Johnson presiding. 

Mr. Johnson read his report as Presi- 
dent of the Iowa Library Association. 
(Printed in this number of the Quar- 
terly.) 

Julia A. Robinson gave a message to 
the association as Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, saying that 
the Black Hawk County Demonstration 
had not been a failure but the begin- 
ning of a movement to interest more 
people in reading books, that many small 
towns could be better served by a county 
library system, than by small independ- 
ent libraries, that better legislation was 


' needed and has not been procured be- 


cause legislators did not understand, and 
librarians could not tell them. She 
thanked Miss Parmelee and Miss Wied- 
er especially for their work in the 
Black Hawk Demonstration. She cau- 
tioned librarians in cutting down their 
budgets not to reduce amounts spent 
on juvenile standards, to beware of 
sets, agents, and book clubs, and ended 
with an appreciation of library work- 
ers who have died during the last year. 

The business meeting followed. 

The Secretary’s report was waived, 
having appeared in the Jowa Inbrary 
Quarterly. : 

The Legislative Committee had no 
report. , 

The Treasurer’s report was given 
(to be inserted later). It was moved, 
seconded and passed that this report 
be placed on file without auditing. Mr. 
Johnson thanked Miss Tanner for her 
work during the past two years. 

The Registrar announced that this 
was the largest meeting of the I. L. A. 
ever held. (Registration given above.) 

The Nominating Committee’s report 
was read by Miss Wieder in Mr. 
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Spaulding’s absence. It was moved, 
seconded and passed that the report be 
accepted and that the Secretary be in- 
structed to cast the ballot. 


Sioux City and Des Moines invited 
the association to hold its next meet- 
ing with them. It was decided to leave 
the decision with the Executive Board. 


The report of the Resolution Com- 
mittee was read by Lucile Peterson and 
was accepted as follows: 


‘*Resolved that the Iowa Library Associ- 
ation express the thanks of the organization 
to Mayor Huston, for his welcome in behalf 
of the city of Cedar Rapids; to Miss Hagey 
and the Executive Board for the carefully 
planned program; and to the various speak- 
ers who have given so generously of their 
time and thought; and to the Cedar Rapids 
Public Library, the school libraries, the Ma- 
sonic Library, and Coe College Library for 
their hospitality and entertainment; and to 
the Cedar Rapids Chamber of Commerce who 
provided the badges, and to the Montrose 
Hotel for their many courtesies which have 
made our meeting place so pleasant and com- 
fortable; to the Torch Press who printed the 
programs, and to all officers and committee 
chairmen for their splendid work throughout 
the year.’’ 


‘*Resolved that a vote of thanks be ex- 
tended to Miss Wieder for her splendid co- 
operation, leadership, and guidance in the 
Black Hawk County Demonstration. 


Be it further resolved, that the Iowa Li- 
brary Association advocate the appropri- 
ation by Congress of funds to aid in the 
equalizing, stimulating, and establishment of 
libraries. (This resolution is made at the 
suggestion of Mr. Drury of the American 
Library Association.) 


Whereas, the Congress of the United States 
has created a Commission to arrange a fitting 
nation-wide observance of the Two Hun- 
dredth Anniversary of the birth of George 
Washington in 1932, the Iowa Library 
Association does herevy endorse the pro- 
gram of observance of the Two Hundredth 
Anniversary of the birth of George Wash- 
ington, to take place in 1932; accept with 
appreciation the invitation of the George 
Washington Bicentennial Commission, and 
pledge this organization to extend earn- 
est cooperation to the United States Com- 
mission in all possible ways, so that future 
generations of American citizens may be in- 
spired to live according to the example and 
precepts of Washington’s exalted life and 
character, and thus perpetuate the American 
Republic, and be it further resolved, that this 
resolution be incorporated in the official pro- 
ceedings of this meeting, and that a copy 
thereof be transmitted to the United States 
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George Washington Bicentenni mission 
Washington, DC.” an 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Lucile Peterson 
Laura M. Dunean 
Letha M. Davidson 

An address ‘‘From simplicity t 
complexity; the evolution of American 
industrial civilization’’ was given by 
Harrison John Thornton, assistant 
fessor of History in the State Univer. 
sity of Iowa, in which he described our 
change from the pastoral life of eo} 
onial and middle 19th century times to 
the uncontrolled complications of to 
day. In truly epic style he showed how 
our evolution was influenced by 
geology, climate, and natural resourees, 
by Napoleonic wars, embargoes and 
tariffs, stimulated strongly by Civil 
War demands for army supplies, by the 
development of railroads, by industrial 
corporations and their leaders into the 
unsolved mass of social problems in 
which we now struggle. 

Mr. Johnson then presented the 
gavel to Miss Hagey, thanking her for 
her good work as chairman of the Pro- 
gram Committee. Miss Hagey gracious 
ly responded and the meeting at 
journed. 

Secretary. 


(Signed) Elizabeth Martin. 





The editor would add to this exeel- 
lent report of the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Association her word of 
appreciation of the services rendered 
by Mr. Johnson as president during the 
past two years. 

Mr. Johnson is a busy business mam, 
a trustee, but the time, thought, and 
effort which he has given to the library 
interest of the state has not been ex 
ceeded even by librarians who natut 
ally would be expected to consider this 
office a part of their daily work. 

As a consequence we have had the 
largest membership by far in the hit 
tory of the association, and the largest 
revenue which Mr. Johnson i , 
should be expended on the program 
for the state meeting, which in tum 
gave us one of the best programs ever 
presented before our association. 
attendance was also the largest, due im 
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some measure to the same cause. And 
the Black Hawk Demonstration, spon- 
sored by the association and receiving 
so generous a share of Mr. Johnson’s 
efforts has given to county libraries an 
impetus they have not had before. 

Altogether, the library people of 
lowa owe a debt to Mr. Johnson for 
what he has done for the libraries of 
of the state. 





The editor would also add a para- 
graph regarding the matter of exhibits. 
These were not only attractive and 
useful, but a source of income and 
much credit is due to Mae C. Anders 
of the Des Moines Public Library, who 
had charge of the exhibits and was 
able to turn over to the association so 
goodly a sum from this source. 





Iowa Library Association 
Executive Board Meeting 

A meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Iowa Library Association was 
held in the Library Commission office 
on December 9th, the entire member- 
ship of the board being present. 

It was voted to hold the 1932 meet- 
ing of the association in Des Moines 
and to extend invitations to a number 
of neighboring states to join with the 
Iowa Association in holding a Regional 
Meeting the latter part of October, 
1932. Full announcement will be made 
later. 

The places for the spring district 
meetings were selected and will be an- 
nounced later, as will also the commit- 
tee appointments which were made. 





Book Week 


Again the editor of the Iowa Library 
Quarterly is faced with such a quan- 
tity of material describing the observ- 
ance of Book Week in the state that 
in self defense, she thinks it wise to 
mention none individually as she can- 
not mention all. 

_ Suffice it to say that the clippings 
indicate a wide spread interest by 
schools, Parent Teachers Associations, 
Women’s Clubs, and other organiza- 
Hons in using this opportunity to in- 
crease the interest in the provision of 
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the reading of good books by the chil- 
dren. 


The theme, ‘‘Around the World in 
Books’’ lent itself to easy representa- 
tion and dolls seem to have formed an 
important feature in many places. Dolls 
dressed by the children themselves 
added to their interest in such exhibits. 
Great as is our interest in dolls, we 
are constrained to express the hope 
that neither dolls nor other features 
were allowed to overshadow the dis- 
play of books. 


In one library, a map of the world 
with ribbons leading from the various 
countries to a book about that country 
made an attractive exhibit. Flags of 
foreign countries were also displayed. 


Pageants and playlets with children 
in national costume, featuring books 
of those countries, were given in other 
places. 


Window displays of books were suc- 
cessfully used in many places. Pur- 
chases of new children’s books were 
reserved in most libraries for display 
and circulation at this time. Special 
story hours and special programs were 
also given. 

An increased interest in the reading 
of children and books for children 


should result from so wide a publicity 
as was given to juvenile books. 





Pictures by Iowa Artists 


Librarians in Iowa may be inter- 
ested in working with their local Art 
Clubs to bring pictures by Iowa Artists 
for display in the library. Write Lydia 
Margaret Barrette, Mason City, Iowa, 
Division Chairman of the Iowa Feder- 
atiton of Women’s Clubs, for particu- 
lars. It will be remembered that F. A. 
Whiting, President of the American 
Federation of Arts, suggested at the 
A. L. A. this year that in his estima- 
tion there lies before the librarians of 
the country a far more important and 
significant phase of leadership in the 
field of art than any they have hereto- 
fore exercised. 

Lydia Margaret Barrette. 
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Laying the Foundation Stones of 


Children’s Readings 
(Continued from page 169) 

To begin with, she should be one be- 
cause she wants to be. She should 
have a consuming interest in children, 
how they act, what they think, how 
they change from week to week, from 
minute to minute. She should study 
the effect of her presence on them. Will 
they talk freely and joyously about 
books to each other, but answer her in 
monosyllables? Does she have to ‘‘dis- 
eipline’’ at her story hours, or can she 
just tell stories? Perhaps she has a 
nice ‘interior but a too stern outside. 
If you wonder what sort of person you 
are, watch your children and you will 
soon find out. They are very sensitive 
barometers. The most successful chil- 
dren’s librarians are the ones who can 
be perfectly natural with children 
without having them either freeze up 
or take undue advantages. 

I do not see how any one can do 
successful library work with children 
unless she knows more than a little 
about children’s books. Of course every 
librarian should know her books, but 
with us it is particularly necessary. 
We must be ready to answer the oddest 
questions dealing with the most specific 
details of the most unexpected books. 
And on our ability to answer promptly 
and correctly, depends our rating with 
our patrons. ‘‘How old was Heidi? 
And how old were the children in the 
Sloweoach? And who were the War 
Hawks of 1812? And where’s a book 
on dynamos?t’’ There is not much 
sameness about the daily routine of 
question answering. You can never 
prepare, for you never know what is 
coming next. You only know that at 
four o’clock every day you are going 
to be on trial for your life and reputa- 
tion, and that you must not be found 
wanting. 

So we must read and read and read, 
knowing that however much we can 
manage to read, it will never be quite 
enough. I have had cause many times 
to be thankful for a certain trick of my 
memory which makes it possible for me 
to capitalize almost all the reading I 
did as a child. I happen to be able to 
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remember where I read a book and 
when, and how old I was, and what] 
thought of it. I have found this a 
help in dealing with children of dite. 
ent ages, and in jumping, as one does, 
from the five to the fourteen-y 
without stopping for breath. This fae. 
ulty, whatever you call it, is a good 
thing to cultivate. If you have never 
thought of your own reading as a child 
in this definite way, you may find it, 
help to do so. 

Of course we should be perf 
familiar with the standard books in 
classes. Any book about children’s 
reading will furnish a check list, Ter. 
man and Lima is as good as any. In 
checking such a list we will notice 
some things we have read and some we 
have missed, and the thing to do is to 
read the rest as soon as possible. Book 
reviews and book notes are helpful, but 
they will not take the place of the 
books themselves. We have to be con- 
stantly dipping into books, here and 
there, reading primers and animal 
stories and fairy tales and histories 
Much of this reading just happens to 
get done, but the rest must be done at 
home at night. 

When it comes to selecting new 
books, they should be carefully exam- 
ined and read if possible, first, so that 
we may judge of their worth, and see 
ond, so that we may know what we 
have when we get it. If we do not 
read the new children’s books as they 
are added, the chances are that we 
never will. The Children’s Catalog, 
The Horn Book, Realms of Gold, are 
all valuable aids, but they cannot take 
the place of actual reading. We must 
read fast and furiously, with our erit 
ical wits at the sharpest, and then we 
will only be able, as the Red Queen 
said, ‘‘to stay. where we are.”” — 

Each year a teacher is required 
take a certain number of hours of eo 
lege work, just to keep her mind alive 
I believe it is a good plan for every 
children’s librarian to require of het 
self one exhaustive piece of work 
the field of children’s literature every 
year. 

It is really fun to select a sub 
King Arthur, for example, and to 
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every single word about it in the li- 
brary, from the easiest book on the 
shelf right through to the scholarly 
and charming articles in the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica. The reading should 
be done in an orderly fashion, and 
notes should be kept, for they will be 
most valuable later. Such a project 
often shows the relation between our 
work and that of the adult library in 
such a way as to convince us all over 
again that children’s work is worth 
while. 


It is quite easy to get into a rut in 
children’s work. You can come in the 
morning, hang your hat on the same 
old hook, set the stamps, hand out the 
same old books and make the same re- 
marks about them, until you have gone 
straight through the day without using 
your head once—if you aren’t careful. 

I once had a volatile red-haired 
friend who said that more than any- 
thing else in the world, she feared get- 
ting gelid. It was a new word to me, 
but I found that it meant ‘‘congealed 
by a process of slow cooling’’—a dis- 
astrous thing! No wonder she feared 
it! But I have felt the beginnings of 
gelidity more than once. I think it is 
a horrible fate that hangs over all li- 
then we see those who have succumbed 
to it, by so imperceptible a process that 
their library boards scarcely know the 
difference. But it is a great menace, 
and something should be done about it. 


There is, somewhere, a poet named 
Hortense Flexner. I think she is not a 
librarian, and it is a pity, for she has 
caught and imprisoned in words one of 
the high moments that come to us 
rarely, when for an instant, we can 
see our work in its relation to the work 
of the world. She calls her sonnet 
“Children’s Room.’’* 


She was librarian, and he that read 
Bent to his book, and pushed the pages 
__back 
With a flat palm, the five square fingers 
spread, 
Till she could hear the pages rise and 
erack, 
80 she stood softly, stooped above his chair, 
While he looked up with a far traveled 
glance 


_ 


*Library Journal 47 :1062. 


And heard as best he might—for all the air 
Was black with battle—crash of sword on 
lanee. 
Some come to fabled cities and their lore 
Doubtful or timid; some will never laugh! 
Here was a knight that thundered at the 
door, 
And hacked his way through every para- 


graph; 
Who took by storm the tale; slew, ravaged, 

burned, 
And in his zeal crushed every page he 

turned. 
There is room in children’s library 


work for poets. 





Mr. Lord Resigns 


News of the resignation of Milton 
E. Lord, Director of Libraries of the 
State University of Iowa, is received 
with great regret by the library peo- 
ple of Iowa. 

However, his decision to return to 
his native state to become librarian of 
the largest municipal tax supported 
library in the world, the Boston Public 
Library, is too great an opportunity to 
be passed over. 

Mr. Lord came to Iowa in Septem- 
ber, 1930, and during his brief sojourn 
here has given to the library a higher 
standing on the campus and has gained 
for himself a place among the faculty 
members and the librarians of the 
state, which it will be difficult to fill. 

Mr. Lord was graduated from Har- 
vard University in 1919 and was con- 
nected with the library there for the 
next six years, after which he studied 
in Paris and later became librarian of 
the American Academy in Rome. In 
1928 he was named by the Carnegie 
Endowment for World Peace, a mem- 
ber of the Committee of American li- 
brarians to start the recataloging of 
the Vatican Library in Rome. Mr. 
Lord will leave Iowa, January 31, 1932. 





Children’s Map of the World 

A map 4312x315g, and printed in five 
colors, has just been offered for sale 
by the Houghton Mifflin Company at 
$2.00. 

Combining as it does entertainment 
and up-to-date information this map 
will form an instructive addition to 
children’s rooms which have space to 
display it. Note size. 





























Circulation in Iowa Libraries 


The following summary of circula- 
tion is compiled from the annual re- 
ports of the libraries of the state, and 
is not offered as either conclusive or 
final for the following reasons: 


Notwithstanding rules for the com- 
putation of statistics have been given 
to libraries, variations occur which re- 
sult in figures, which make the com- 
parisons uncertain. That is especially 
true in the matter of country statistics 
where rules have not been as well 
formulated as in city figures. 


The presence of a college or small 
collection of books in the school in oth- 
er towns, tends to increase the per 
capita circulation in some places. 
While a large college loaning to local 
people will decrease the local library 
circulation. 


The number of books loaned on a 
eard also makes a difference in the cir- 
culation. This should be dependent on 
the collection in a library and as many 
books should be loaned as can be done 
with fairness to all the borrowers. 

Most libraries loan two books of fic- 
tion and as many nonfiction as the bor- 
rower desires. 


It must also be kept in mind that 
the smaller the town the larger the 
per capita circulation, which should be 
expected, and the percentage should in- 
erease as the size of the towns decrease. 
The highest two in the state are among 
the smallest libraries, which is as it 
should be. High circulation among the 
larger libraries shows exceptionally 
good work. 


Probably some of these smaller libra- 
ries are doing the best that can be done 
and the very low circulation is an add- 
ed argument that the best service for 
the small towns must come through 
county service. 


Perhaps the extremes in the percent- 
age in fiction and juveniles indicate in- 
correct figuring. A fiction circulation 
running above 70% of the total adult 
circulation is too high. A 40% juvenile 
circulation is a good average. 


Town 
Des Moines 
Sioux City 


Iowa City 
Keokuk 


Fort Madison 


Shenandoah 
Cherokee 
Perry 

Red Oak 
Atlantic 
Chariton 
Spencer 
Clarinda 
Grinnell 


Missouri Valley 
Storm Lake 
lowa Falls 
Eagle Grove 
Algona 


Denison 


Mount Pleasant 


Indianola 
Hampton 
Jefferson 
Manchester 


Hawarden 
New Hampton 
Sigourney 
Menticello 
Audubon 
Humboldt 
Bloomfield 
Rock Rapids 
Colfax 

Ida Grove 
Tipton 
Marengo 
Rockwell City 
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Montezuma 1,257 7 81 
Garner 1,241 14 61 
Sanborn 1,215 5 85 
Laurens 1,071 12— 70 
Gowrie 1,059 6 93 
Sheffield 1,057 7 4. 
Parkersburg 1,046 13 78 
Grand Junction 1,025 3 - 
Alton 1,014 y 80 
Paullina 1,012 ye 97 
St. Ansgar 964 5 81 
Primghar 962 6 85 
Sioux Rapids 958 6+ 93 
Walnut 935 a ee 
*Winfield 933 ow 
Humeston 924 4 78 
* Eddyville R88 os 
Morning Sun 856 13 91 
Wellman 853 13 71 
Sutherland 802 7 52 
793 16 70 

Mediapolis 793 13— 92 
n 784 2 60 
Central City 780 10 a0 















West Branch 652 36 62 
iting 627 24+ 61 
: 603 s oe 
Arnolds Park 597 
rt 580 4 58 
Marathon 5738 10 
a 530 13 44 
Hawkeye Q 









*No report. 
tNew library. 














Circulation 


Town Population Per Cap. F.% 
Hamburg 2,103 11+ 65 
Bedford 2,100 il 59 
West Union 2,056 5 i 
DeWitt 2,041 6 81 
Villisca 2,032 6 66 
Corning 2,026 4 70 
Forest City 2,016 7 81 
Lake City 2,012 7 51 
Leon 2,006 4 85 
Sibley 1,870 11 62 
Greenfield 1,837 7 75 
Toledo 1,825 5 78 
Grundy Center 1,793 10 60 
Eldon 1,788 9 By 
Spirit Lake 1,778 10 88 
Corydon 1,768 9 73 
Lamoni 1,739 4 96 
Belmond 1,733 9 87 
Orange City 1,727 5 R4 
Mount Ayr 1,704 10 638 
West Liberty 1,679 10 4n 
Adel 1,669 a 63 

2 1,654 12 76 
oer 1,626 12 69 
Britt 1,593 9+ 78 
Northwood 1,554 7 89 
Dunlap 1,522 12 60 
*Wapello 1,502 es 
Lake Mills 1,474 5 81 
Reinbeck 1,425 19+ 53 
Traer 1,417 10 74 
Odebolt 1,388 10 68 
Nashua 1,363 11 71 
Woodbine 1,348 14 69 
Malvern 1,320 6 65 


An Attractive Children’s Room 
Mrs. Anna Sherman, daughter of 
Mrs. Mary E. Spencer, for many years 
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an interested member of the Oskaloosa 
Library board, has recently given $600 
for the furnishing of an addition to the 
Children’s Room of that library to be 
known as the ‘‘Mary E. Spencer 
Room.’’ 

The floor has a very attractive floor 
covering. A table and bench, designed 
by Miss Lee, has horse heads for end 
supports. Two cupboards, standing at 
each side of the mantelpiece, also de- 
signed by Miss Lee, hold a doll collee- 
tion. In addition, rag dolls are seated 
in the corners of the benches, and a 
whatnot contains a collection of Pin- 
occhio’s, the gift of Miss Lee. 

Altogether it is one of the most at- 
tractive children’s rooms in the state 
and is greatly appreciated by the chil- 
dren, especially from the fact that they 
are allowed to handle anything in the 
room, including the dolls and the 
Pinoechio’s. 





Historical and Literary Map of Iowa 


The map, which appears on the front 
page of this number of the Jowa Li- 
brary Quarterly, and which was dis- 
played in the Library Commission Ex- 
hibit at the State Fair was made by the 
staff of the Davenport Public Library. 

Librarians will be glad to know that 
it is to be reproduced and sold for 
75e. The map is 24x16 inches and will 
be printed in three colors. Copies may 
be ordered from the Iowa Pupils’ Read- 
ing Cirele, 415 Shops Building, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

This map is not only attractive but 
will be an educational addition to any 
library, school, or home. 


Book and Periodical 

The Council Bluffs Publie Library 
wishes to obtain a copy of H. J. Daven- 
port’s ‘‘ Value and Distribution.’’ Any 
one wishing to dispose of a copy will 
please write the librarian. 


A Suggestion for Library Extension 
First, expend the money received 
from country borrowers in books to 
be kept separate from the general col- 
lection on a shelf marked, ‘‘County 
Book Shelf’’ or ‘‘Country Borrowers’ 
Book Shelf,’’ which the country bor- 
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rowers may feel belongs to them alone, 
though they should be allowed to bor- 
row from the general collection also. 

Second, if the general collection will 
allow, add for each new book pur- 
chased an older book from the general 
collection. Every library has a collec- 
tion of fiction not now being read 
which is good fiction and which has 
probably been read by many people. 
All of this refers to fiction and no old 
books should be put into the collection 
which are not desirable books for read- 
ing. These books should not be loaned 
to the town’s people except in emer- 
gency. 

Third, use all opportunities, and 
make opportunities, for talking to 
eountry organizations of all kinds on 
the subject of books. Not a general 
talk on ‘‘Books,”’’ but an interesting 
diseussion of specific titles, giving the 
women just enough information about 
different books to give them a taste for 
the books and the desire to read them. 

And lastly, if there is a broadcasting 
station in your town, ask for a regu- 
lar period, daily or weekly, for the 
reading aloud from some interesting 
book, recent or of past years. The 
reading aloud of books from Ames is 
creating interest in reading among the 
people of the state without access to 
libraries, and we believe libraries 
might help along the same line. 


Iowa Authors 
The following books by Iowa authors 





H. W. Wilson. By an Iowa boy and Summer Li- 
brary School student in 1913. A recent addition to 
oa i 

¢ y, M. H.—*“Winning Out,” Lon ns. This 
book was completed a few days o before the 
author was killed a year ago near home in 
Dubuque. Mrs. McNeely is the author of “The 
Jumping Off Place” and “Rusty Ruston ” 

Medary, Marjory—‘Orange Winter,” Lon ns, 
The author was at one time a resident of Waukon. 

Rule and Petersen—‘“True Tales of Iowa.” Yelland 
and Hanes, Mason City. As the edition is limited, 
early ordering would be wise. 


Certification of Librarians 
The following resolution was passed 
by the Council of the American Libra- 
rv Association at its meeting in New 


Haven, June 22, 1931: 
‘RESOLVED, That each state be urged to 
promote legislation authorizing the proper 
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agencies to set standards for the certification | 





of librarians, with the provision that gue} 
certification shall not affect librarians jg 
service,’’ 


Books on the Southwest 


Miss Wieder, who recently spent a 
vacation in Santa Fe, New Mexieo, 
sends us the following list of books 
which the people of the Southwest eon- 


sider the best. 
Applegate—Indian stories from the pueblos 
Austin—Starry adventure 
Barker—Caballeros 
Bynner—Indian earth 
Cather—Death comes for the archbishop 
Coolidge—The rain-makers 
De Huff—Taytay’s tales 
Ferguson—Dancing gods 
Henderson—Turquoise trail 
Hewett—Ancient life in the American 
Southwest. 
La Farge—Laughing boy 
Lummis—Mesa, canon and pueblos 
Magoffin—Down the Santa Fe trail 
Nusbaum—Deric with the Indians 
Sedgwick—Acoma, the sky city 
Van Stone—Spanish folk songs of New 
Mexico. 








Personals 

By one of those strange lapses whieh 
sometimes occur, ‘the name of the libra- 
rian of whom the Quarterly editor saw 
the most during the summer was i 
vertently omitted from the list of those 
spending their vacations in Iowa. We 
refer to Clara L. Abernethy, now a 
sistant in Winthrop College Library 
at Rock Hill, South Carolina, whose 
Iowa friends are always glad to we 
come for the summer vacation. ; 

Gretta Smith, who holds a fellow. 
ship for study of certain phases of 
brary work abroad, sailed on Novem 
ber 25th. : 

Alice 8. Tyler, Secretary of the Iowa 
Library Commission from 1900 to 1913, 
and Director of Western Reserve Une 
versity from 1913 to 1929, spent # 
week in ~Des Moines in r 
where she was welcomed an 
tained by old time friends and 
ern Reserve University graduates. — 


A Merry Christmas anda 


Happy New Vear toall — 
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Library News of the State 
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Ames—State College—Bess Lowry, who has 
been reference librarian in the Iowa State 
College Library since 1924, has resigned to 
asecept the position of acting reference li- 
brarian at the University of California. Her 

ition is being filled temporarily by the 
transfer of Mittie Boardman from the Cata- 

Department. Helen Crawford has been 
appointed Classifier in place of Winifred 
Johnson, who resigned to accept a similar 
position at Oberlin College Library. Miss 
Crawford is a graduate of the University of 
North Dakota, and has had a year of library 
training at Simmons College. To fill the 
vacancy made by the transfer of Miss Board- 
man, Jennie Euphemia Nesbitt, a graduate 
of Wooster College and the University of 
[llincis Library School, has been appointed. 


Cedar Rapids—Coe College—Stewart Me- 
morial Library, the gift of Colonel Robert 
W. Stewart of Chicago, in memory of his 
parents, was dedicated on September 14th 
with appropriate ceremonies. 

The building is well planned for library 
service, spacious and attractive. Betty 
Pritchett has been librarian for ten years. 


Cedar Rapids—Public Library — Dorothy 
Moorman, for the past two years assistant in 
‘he public library, was married on October 
ith to Bruce Evans of St. Louis. 


A public library station has been estab- 
lished in the new cafeteria of the Sinclair 
Company plant. 


Colfax—H. J. Eastman, principal of the 
tigh school, has been appointed a member 
of the library board in place of Mr. Vorhies, 
who resigned. 


Council Bluffs—The Library Club of 
Omaha and Council Bluffs held its October 
meeting in the Technical High School library 
in Omaha. After a short business meeting, 
May Inglis, who has just completed a trip 
around the world, gave a talk on the Orient. 


—A reception was given during the 
fall by the Library Board to the City Coun- 
til, ministers, school board’ members and 
their wives, and the teachers of the public 
school. A program of music was furnished 
and an address was given by Mrs. H. M. 
Towner, who spoke, among other things, of 
the rare books in the library—a part of the 
old Rawson library. 


Davenport—Grace Shellenberger, librarian, 
who received a broken rib and other injuries 
2 an automobile accident on November 7th, 
8 recovered sufficiently to be at her desk 
“r a short time each day. 

Elizabeth Coleman, who has been con- 
nected with the library for the past five 
years, and, since her graduation from West- 
tm Reserve Library School, head of the 
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cataloging department, has resigned her posi- 
tion to accept one in the catalo depart- 
ment of the Newberry Library, Chicago. 


Decerah — Karl Jacobson, librarian of 
Luther College, recently suffered a broken 
arm and other injuries when struck by an 
automobile as he was leaving the college. 

Denison—The library has Fa closed for 
a protracted period for interior repairs and 
redecoration. 

Des Moines—Public Library—The library, 
having been founded December 17, 1866, will 
observe its 65th anniversary on that date. 
Book Marks, in its annive number, gives 
a history of the library with outstanding 
dates of the library’s progress, and also lists 
of presidents of the board and of librarians. 

Grinnell—Mrs. W. 8. Hendrixson has been 
appointed a member of the library board to 
succeed Mrs. H. W. Spaulding, who recently 
resigned because of continued absence from 
the city. Mrs. Spaulding has been an inter- 
ested member of the board for many years 
and her resignation is regretted by the re- 
maining members of the board. 

Center—The library board and 
their wives, Mayor Wilson and wife, and the 
members of the town council and their wives, 
met at the library Friday evening, Novem- 
ber 13th, for an informal party. Brief talks 
were made and refreshments served. 

The library has installed a pay 
shelf to provide a larger number of recent 
fiction than the library is able otherwise to 
supply. 

Maxwell—Mrs. H. J. Garlock has been 
elected president of the library board, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Joor, who died during the fall. 

Missouri Valley—The Associated Charities 
has been granted the use of the South base- 
ment room in the library building for storing 
supplies and donations. 

Red Oak—Sarah Palmer, who has effi- 
ciently and faithfully served the public li- 
brary for almost 24 years, has been granted 
a year’s leave of absence in which to regain 
her health. In connection with this action 
on the part of the library board the follow- 
ing resolution was passed: 

‘Whereas, the Board of Trustees of the 
Red Oak Public Library learn with deep re- 
gret that our efficient librarian, Miss Sarah 
Palmer, finds that her strength will not per- 
mit the continuance at present of her work 
at the library, making a further leave of 
absence advisable, 

Therefore, resolved that the board ex 
its appreciation of Miss Palmer’s unfa 
courtesy and kindness as a faithful public 
official and for the long and unbroken serv- 
ice she has rendered; that we convey to her 
an expression of our good will, with the hope 
of an early return of her usual health.’’ 

Louise Boyd of Grand River has been ap- 

inted to serve temporarily until Miss 
almer’s return. Miss Boyd is a graduate 
of Grinnell College and was a Lydia Roberts 
Fellow at Col ia University during 1930- 
1931. 
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Sioux City—Mrs. S. F. Hoffman has been 
appointed a member of the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Mrs. H. A. Headington, who has removed to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Mrs. Headington 
has been a member of the library board since 
1919 and has always given much of her time 
and interest to the development of the li- 
brary, and her going is a matter of regret. 
Mrs. Hoffman was president of the A. A. 
U. W. for two years and is prominent in club 
work and civic affairs. 

Doris Rockafellow, assistant in the adult 
department, has been appointed branch li- 
brarian at Leeds Branch Library to succeed 
Mrs. Laurette Malone, who resigned in 
August. Mabel Franchere, who had a tem- 
porary appointment as assistant in the adult 
department to fill a leave of absence vacancy, 
was appointed a regular member of the staff 
as t in the adult department. 

Spencer—Helen Rex, librarian, two assist- 
ants, and two members of the library board 
visited the Storm Lake Public Library dur- 
ing October to study the methods of that 
library. It might be to the mutual advan- 
tage of all if more librarians and boards 


exchanged such visits. 


Sutherland—tThis is another library to start 
a rent collection or pay shelf for new books. 


Vinton—The following Preamble and Res- 
olution were unanimously adopted by the 
Board of Trustees of the library at their 
regular monthly meeting held October 6th, 
and the secretary of the board was directed 
to spread them upon the record of the meet- 
ing and to send copies to Miss Williams and 
to the Iowa Library Quarterly. 

‘*Whereas: Miss Elizabeth F. Williams, 
after twenty-three years of faithful service 
as librarian of the Vinton, Carnegie Library, 
has voluntarily resigned her position, 

Be it resolved: That the Vinton Library 
Board deeply regret Miss Williams’ decision 
to retire, and hereby assure her of its sincere 
appreciation of her many years of faithful 
devotion to the work of the library, and of 
the loyal and efficient manner in which she 
has always performed the duties of librarian. 

Resolved: That a copy of this testimonial 
be sent to Miss Williams and also to the 


Iowa Library Quarterly.’’ 


Deaths 


Cc. F. D. Belden, librarian of the 
Boston Publie Library, died suddenly 
in October. Many librarians will re- 
member with pleasure Mr. Belden’s 
visit to Iowa at the time of the Sioux 
City Regional meeting, and regret his 
going. 

Mrs. T. A. Carpenter, one of the ear- 
ly librarians of the state and not 
known to the younger ones, died at her 
trustee. 
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home in Fort Dodge on November 11th 
at the age of 87. ; 


Mrs. Carpenter was connected with. 
the Fort Dodge Library for more than 
forty years. She became iated 
with it not long after the Fort 
Library Association was founded and 
served as librarian when the lib 
consisted of only a few shelves of 
books, housed in a second story room, 


She was assistant to Captain John. 
son, the founder of the library, and 
became head librarian in 1894. She 
held that position until 1910 when she 
voluntarily stepped back into the posi- 
tion of assistant. Faithfully and happi- 
ly she served as assistant until 1997 
when she took a leave of absence, al- 
ways hoping she might still return to 
the work she loved. 

She had a keen appreciation of the 
value of books and many boys and girls 
of Fort Dodge owe their introduction 
to good literature to Mrs. Carpenter's 
tactful guidance. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool Earl, al- 
though unknown to library people of 
Towa, has been of such prominence in 
the League of Library Commissions, 
and in the American Library Associa- 
tion’s deliberations for so many years, 
that her death on December 8th should 
be a matter of record here. | 

Mrs. Ear! will be greatly missed in 
general library work in the country. 


Mrs. Jessie Jackson, librarian of 
Morningside College for seven years, 
died recently in Portland, Oregon. 


Martin Silberstein, a member of the 
Davenport Library board, died at his 
home November 3rd. eS 

Mr. Silberstein had served the qd 
since 1920, was a dependable and faith- 
ful member, rarely missing a ing. 
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The board at its November ting 
passed resolutions of respect and Te 
gret. ) ome 
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C. 8. Worth, a former member of the 
Des Moines Library board from 91> 
1923. died at his home on October 2% 
Mr. Worth served as Vice- 
from 1918-1919, and as Presi¢ 
1920-23. He was always an 1 








